12/27/2005 16:03 FAI 714 540 9823 



FCH&S COSTA MESA 



@005 



INTHECT.ATMS : 

Please caacel Claims 5, 9, 11 to 24, 27, 31 and 33 to 40 without prejudice or 
disclaitner of subject matter and amend the claims as shown below. The claims, as 
pending in the subject application, read as follows: 

1. (Currently Amended) An inforniation distributing method using a cable 
line for digital broadcasting, comprising: 

an identification step for identifying a type of a printing apparatus to be 
connected to a set-top box of each user; 

an obtaining step for obtaining data that should be printed for specific users; 

a selection step for selecting a printer driver corresponding to said printing 
apparatus based on the identification information; 

a generation step fbr generating, using said selected printer driver, print 
information that should be printed by said printing apparatus of the specific users firom said 
obtained data that should b e printed ; and 

a distribution step for distributing said generated print information to set-top 
boxes of the specific users via said cable line; 

anotification s tep for receiving a print end notice from said set-top box: and 

a management step for regn'stering and managing the fact that said print 
information is distributed to the s pecific users in a distribution history if said print end 
notice is received . 

2. (Original) An information distributing method according to claim 1 , 
wherein said identification step identifies the type of said printing apparatus by recognizing 
a device ID of said printing ^paralus to be notified by said set-top box via said cable line. 
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3. (Original) An infonuation distributing method according to claim 1, 
wherein said set-top box transfers the distributed print in&nnation to the printing apparatus 
to be connected. 

4. (Original) An infoimation distribiJtmg method according to claim 3, 
wherdn said set-top box separates a print information portion from said distributed 
information and decodes it to original print infomiation. and transfer said print iTifonnalion 
to said printing apparatus without displaying it on a monitor. 

5. (Canceled) 

6. (Original) An information distributing method according to claim 1, 
wherein said cable line is a two-way broad band communication network; 

said distribution step distributes said print information as distribution 
information together with broadcast information that should be outputted on a display to be 
connected to said set-top box of the user. 

7. (Original) An information distributing method according to claim 6, 
wherein distribution information is separated into said print information and said broadcast 
information in said set-top box. and said print information is transferred to said printing 
^paratus without being displayed on said display. 

8. (Currently Amended) An information distributing apparatus for 
distributing information using a cable line for digital broadcasting, comprising: 

identifying means for identifying a type of a printing apparatus to be 
connected to a set-top box of each iiser; 

obtaining means for obtaining data that should be printed for specific users; 
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selectmg means for selecting a printer driver corresponding to said printing 
^paratus based on the identification information; 

generating means for generating, using said selected printer driver, print 
information that should be printed by said printing apparatus of the specific users from said 
obtained data that should be printed; and 

distributing means for distributing said generated print information to set- 
top boxes of the specific users via said cable line; 

notification means for r eceiving a print end notice fi^m said set-top box: 

and 

management means for re gistering and managing the fact that said print 
information is distributed to th e specific mers m a distribution history if said print end 
notice is received . 

9. (Canceled) 

10. (Currently Amended) A computer-readable storage medium storing a 
control program to be executed in an information distributing apparatus for distributing 
information using a cable line for digital broadcasting, wherein 

the control program comprises; 

an identification step for identifying a type of a printing apparatus to be 
connected to a set-top box of each user; 

an obtaining step for obtaining data that should be printed for specific users; 

a selection step for selecting a printer driver corresponding to said printing 
apparatus based on said identification information; 

a generation step for generating, using said selected printer driver, print 
information that should be printed by said printing apparatuses of the specific users from 
said obtained data that should be printed; ttnd 
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a distribution step for distributing said generated print infonnation to set-top 
boxes of the specific users via said cable linei 

a notification stsp fQf TeceivinF a print end nnt.V e fmm sairf cAf-tpp box: and 
a management step for repi.stering and mana p jng the fact th«.t p ri^f 

m fonnatipB >S fli.sa-ibuled to the .snecific u..er« ir, « /i^ stribution hi^tnry jf said nrinf PnH 

notice is received - 



11. to 24. (Canceled) 



25. (Cuirently Amended) An infonnatign distributing method of 
distributing print infoiniation via a cable network for a digital broadcasting system to a 
user who has a set-top box for transferring received print infonnalion to a connected 
printing ^paratus, comprising: 

a receiving step for receiving distribution information that should be 
distributed to a user designated by an information distribution server; 

a generation step for generating print infonnation based on said received 
distribution information for each user; and 

a distribution step for distribuHng said print information generated for each 
user to said set-top box of the designated user utilizing said cable network; 

a . notice receiving step for receiving a notice of a T^rocej;^!,^ r^.U c,,-^ 
print information fro m said set-top box: and 

. an update sten for undatmp ^ di stribntioTi bi.Qtr.T v of said disfdhnrip n 
UifQp-nation if a print end notice of said nWT,t inf^ ^ tion is mr-^v^H i^rn. said s«i-tnp hnv 
in said ro rice receiving; gtpp 
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26. (Original) An infoimation distributing method according to claim 25, 
wherein said distribution step distributes said print infonnation after scrambling it 

27. (Canceled) 

28. (Currently Amended) An information distributing method according lo 
claim [[27]] 25, further comprising; 

a notification step for notifying said information distribution server that a 
notice cannot be sent to a user if a print error notice is received from said set^top box. 

29. (Original) An information distributing method according to claim 25, 
wherein said infonnation disHbution seiver is a server of a bank that desire distribution of 
a use record as distribution information. 



30. (Currently Amended) An information distribuling apparatus for 
distributing print information via a cable network for a digital broadcasting system to a 
user who has a set-top box for tiansfening received print information to a connected 
printing apparatus, comprising: 

receiving means for receiving distribution information that should be 
distributed to a user designated by an information distribution server, 

generating means for generating print information based on said received 
distribution infonnation for each user; aitd 

distributing means for distributing said print information generated for each 
user to said set-top box of the designated user utilizing said cable networki 

notice receiving moans for recqvinp anotice p r-v ^essing resnTf of c^,M 
print information fro m said set-top box: and 

us date means for upd a tino a d istribution hist ory of s;,iH di^tWKnK^^ 
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MbimaticiTi if a print fmd notice nPsairi p rint ir.fr.^^^^r. j. ^...i^.^ 
by said notifte rRr oivinp meani^ 

31. (Canceled) 

32. (Currently Amended) A computer-readable storage inediiim storing a 
conlTol program to be executed in ai, information distributing apparatus for distributing 
print information via a cable network for a digital broadcasting system to a user who has a 
set-top box for transferring received print information to a connected printing apparatus, wherein 
the control program comprises; 

a receiving step for receiving distribution information that should be 
distributed to a user designated by an information distribution server; 

a generation step for generating print information based on said received 
distribution information for each user; and 

a distribution step for distributing said print information generated for each 
user to said set>top box of the designated user utilizing said cable network; 

a notice receiving step for recftivine a nonV^ft r^f a nmc^!,my r^,«»H »f c.,-^ 
print information frn m said set-tpp box: and 

an update for updatinw a distrihiitinn his tory of >;aiH H,W.> ..k»« 
i nfoimation if a print end notice of .«id mint iufhrm.tin n is receive fV»n. said ^eUtnn hn^ 
in said notice receiving step . 

33. to 40. (Canceled) 
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